Mahatma Gandhi and the Indian Independece Struggle
Mahatma Gandhi was born in 1869 in Porbandar when India was still ruled by the British.  At the time of his birth the British were liked in India, but throughout his life this changed alot.  Indeed, Gandhi was himself at the center of an enormous campaign to drive the British out of India and give India ‘Home rule’ or ‘Swaraj’.  So important was he in this campaign that he has come to be seen as a leading figure of all struggles for freeom and democracy, not just in India but in the world.

This essay looks at the role played by Mohandas K Gandhi in the Indian Independence Stuggle.  It begins with a short biography of him, before looking at his role in the fight against the British in India.  It finished by looking at Gandhi’s ‘non-violence’ and ‘ahimsa’ have been used in other struggles in the world.

Mohandas Gandhi was, as stated above, born in 1869 in Porbandar.  At the time, Porbandar (now in Gujarat state, India
) was a princely state ruled by a clan of rajputs, and Gandhis father was one of his prime ministers.  Despite being an independent prince, the state was controlled largely by the British, who had conquired India in the previous century (the 1700’s).  This meant that the British controlled imports and exports to India, making themselves rich by selling tractors expensively for cotton that was cheap.  In fact, India was very poor at this time, with Karl Marx noting that “The English cotton machinery produced an actue effect in India. The Governor General reported in 1834-5: ‘the mistery hardly finds a parallel in the history of commerce. The bones of the cotton-weavers are bleaching the plains of India’ (Marx 1954: chapter 15 section 5).  It was those very bones that insenced Gandhi so much, driving him to want to drive out the British.
However, it would be some years before Gandhi did so.  In fact, Gahdni also profited from the British, going to London when he was young to get a good education.  This was common at the time. After that, he became a lawyer in south Africa.  It was in these two places (south Africa and London) that he saw how much Indian people were discriminated against, and decided to fight harder against the British (Wolpert 1993).  When he went back to India, he began to use the tricks he had invented in south Africa, such as satyagraha and ahimsa, which mean truth struggle and non violence, to make sure the British could not effectively rule in India anymore.  To do this he did things like marches and making salt, which showed to Indian people that they could resist British military power without being violent, eventually making them unable to govern the country any longer.  AS Gandhi said, ‘when I despair, I remember that all through history the way of truth and love has always won.  There have been tryants and murderers and for a time they seem invincible, but in the end, they always fall – think of it, always”
.  He also said that the enemy of the Indian people was not the British: “I am not anti-English; I am not anti-British; I am not anti-any government; but I am anti-untruth, anti-humbug, and anti-injustice.  So long as the government spells injustice, it may regard me as its enemy, implacable enemy” (http://www.mkgandhi.org/momgandhi/chap66.htm) 

Gandhi’s enormous success in fighting against the British without using violence has provided a lot of inspiration from other leaders, such as Martin Luterh King in America and Nelson Mandela in south Africa.  These people have sought to use Gandhis ahimsa and satyagraha and non violence to get rid of racism.  For example, Nelson Mandela used non violent methods to fight against apartheid in south Africa, using protests and the courts to eventually change international opinion against the racist government.  In the same way, Martin Luther King led a number of marches pushing for civil rights for black people in America, such as their right to vote, against segregation (where black people and white people were divided in buses and public facilities) and other things.  Like Gandhi, both Mandela and king eventually brought about change through persuasion and moral authority, and not through force or violcene.
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